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Global coastal and marine treaties ratified by SC and GoT countries



• Progress with SDG 14 is stagnating with ALL 
countries facing significant challenges and are 
“off track” for achieving by 2030.

• Most countries are struggling with 
• marine pollution (five of the top ten plastic 

polluters)
• sustainable fishing

Source: Sustainable Development Solutions Network 2025



SDG: 14.5.1 Protected marine areas in SCS and GoT(2015-2019)



Source: World Bank Governance indicators (data.worldbank.org)
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TWAP Governance Architecture Assessment Framework (Fanning et al 2017)

LMEs and National Governance Architecture Assessment
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Transformative, integrated and cooperative 
Governance is key to a sustainable future for the 

SCS-GoT LMEs

Urgent proactive, integrated  and 
cooperative action is needed that 

addresses the triple planetary 
crisis for a sustainable future in 

the SCS-GoT.

Global and regional treaties 
(UNCLOS, SDGs and ASEAN) set 

high level legal and policies, 
need strengthening and shared 

commitment.

Regional mechanisms (COBSEA, 
PEMSEA, ASEAN, ect) need to be 
strengthened with clear agenda-

setting, coalition building, 
leadership supported by a robust 

institution, with systemic 
integration to amplify efforts.

Political commitment, sustained 
investment, and capacity, is 

necessary, at all levels, through 
strong integrated national 

governance, incentives, 
legitimacy and cost benefit 

realism. 

A Source to Sea approach 
adopted, with harmonized 

policies and laws, and inclusive 
and participatory decision-

making, planning and 
management.

Technology, infrastructure, 
adaptation, knowledge sharing, 
monitoring, evaluation, control 
and surveillance are tools that 

need to be adopted.
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