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1. Introduction 
 

The UNEP/GEF Implementing the Strategic Action Programme for the South China Sea and 

Gulf of Thailand (SCS SAP) Project aims to assist countries in meeting the targets of the coastal and marine 

environment components of the approved Strategic Action Programme (SAP) for the South China Sea through 

implementation of the National Action Plans in support of the SAP, and strengthening the regional co-ordination 

for the South China Sea SAP implementation. The project, which will be implemented for five years, with a funding 

support of USD 15 Million from GEF and co-financed by USD 83 Million from participating countries and partners, 

will be executed with the support of the United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) and the Southeast 

Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC) in partnership with the ministries responsible for environment in 

Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam.  

 
The SCS SAP Project started its Inception Phase in April 2020 with the objective of elaborating the detailed regional 

and national level activities, workplan and budget of the project including the approaches to be undertaken regarding 

execution and coordination, stakeholder involvements, partnerships, communication and reporting. The Inception 

Phase allowed the review of the project outputs, in order to ensure they are fully in line with the current status of 

the Strategic Action Programme implementation and in line with national and regional strategic priorities and also 

ensure links to new approaches, tools and best practices within and beyond the region. 
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The objectives of the Inception Workshop of the SCS SAP Project were to present the SCS SAP Project expected 

outcomes, outputs and planned activities to all key partners and stakeholders including national and regional 

activities as well as to discuss partnerships and exchange with stakeholders on additional synergies and 

opportunities for cooperation. The Inception Workshop also concluded the project’s Inception Phase to start the full 

implementation phase of the project.  

 

The Inception Workshop was held via videoconference (ZOOM) on the 1st July 2021 from 09.00-13.00 Indochina 

time, with support from the SCS SAP Project Coordination Unit and SEAFDEC. A total of 210 participants 

registered from the six participating countries (national lead agencies and project teams, other ministries and 

departments, local government units, non-governmental organizations and academic institutions), UN agencies, 

international and regional organizations and projects and SEAFDEC fisheries departments attended the workshop. 

The full list of participants is attached as Annex 1. For the Inception Workshop documents, see [LINK]. 

 

 

2. Opening and Welcome 
 

The workshop was opened by Mr. Ukkrit Satapoomin, Director of the Department of Marine 

and Coastal Resources, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Thailand.  He 

stressed that this project and event is very important for the region to achieve our common goal of reversing the 

trend of coastal and marine degradation of the South China Sea region and beyond, and wished all to have fruitful 

discussions.  

 

Ms. Isabelle Vanderbeck, UNEP/GEF International Waters Task Manager and representing UNEP 

thanked all the participants for attending “this monumental event” to launch the SCS SAP Project in the six 

participating countries, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam. She introduced the 

project with its executing agencies SEAFDEC and UNOPS, with UNEP as implementing agency and noted how 

rewarding it is to see so many participants, not only from the region, including key partners, research agencies and 

other global and regional organizations, indicating strong commitment to kick start the project. The SAP is a robust 

and scientifically grounded document and continue to be a key strategic plan for each country and for the region to 

support coastal habitat restoration, pollution management, regional governance and small-scale fisheries. Since the 

SAP endorsement, countries have implemented its key targets at the national level, including with support from the 

GEF medium-sized projects. The GEF Fisheries Refugia Project, the fisheries component of the SAP was launched 

in 2016 and participating countries signed at the ministerial level a Memorandum of Understanding reaffirming 

countries commitment to implement the SAP at the national and regional level.  The extended project inception 

phase has resulted to a high level of preparedness and readiness to execute the project smoothly. This builds on 

efforts made at the national level to implement the SAP over the years that should not be underestimated as these 

efforts bring transformation, and is critical to continue the SAP implementation journey together with countries and 

partners.  

 

Mr. Koichi Honda, Deputy Secretary General of SEAFDEC, representing the Secretary General, 

welcomed with great pleasure the participants to the Inception Workshop. The project is key to assist the 

participating countries in meeting the targets of the Strategic Action Programme through the provision of technical 

assistance and strong regional coordination and cooperation. This meeting and the first steering committee meeting 

https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-final-inception-workshop/172-scssap-iw-inf1-list-of-documents/file
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just prior to the workshop together concludes the inception phase of the project. SEAFDEC is hosting the Project 

Coordination Unit and will be responsible for the execution of regional activities with the support of a newly 

established project division will ensure its smooth operation and implementation. He encouraged all participating 

countries to ensure coordination within each country, especially amongst agencies and ministries and to take this 

opportunity to exchange and explore possible cooperation with various partners.  

 

Ms. Katrin Lichtenberg, UNOPS Vienna Representative and Head of Programme, Water and 

Energy Cluster greeted participants and welcomed the number of participants, a clear testimony of the 

importance of the SCS SAP Project. Overcoming earlier delays in project execution, progress has recently been 

made by the project with the engagement of the project team and joint efforts to move forward and bring all the 

participants together for this important event. UNOPS capacity is to strengthen project management support 

including stakeholder management, and to integrate these and other relevant expertise in project implementation. 

UNOPS will work closely with the countries and implementing partners and looks forward to combining its best 

effort to ensure the success of this project. 

 

 

3. Project Presentation and Organization 
 

Dr. Virginie Hart, Senior Project Manager presented briefly the project’s background, history, structure 

and organization including the project’s future plans. The SCS SAP Project takes a regional approach to the South 

China Sea Large Marine Ecosystem with a unique set of habitats and ecosystems of global importance. The GEF 

funded project “Reversing the Environmental Degradation Trends in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand” 

implemented from 2002-2008 with Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam as 

participating countries, resulted in the Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis and SAP. This process was data driven 

and summarized in detailed national reports which quantify the trends in mangroves, coral reefs, seagrass and 

wetlands habitat degradation, overexploitation of fisheries and pollution from land-based sources. GEF is 

supporting the SAP implementation through two projects: “Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of 

Fisheries Refugia in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand” endorsed by GEF in 2016 and the “Implementing 

the Strategic Action Programme for the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand”.  

 

The SCS SAP Project is funded by the GEF with UNEP as implementing agency and SEAFDEC and UNOPS as 

executing agencies, with a total GEF funding of 15 million USD and 83 million USD co-financing from partners 

and participating countries. The overall objective of the project is “To assist countries in meeting the targets of the 

approved Strategic Action Programme for the marine and coastal environment of the South China Sea through 

implementation of the National Action Plans in support of the Strategic Action Programme, and strengthening 

regional co-ordination for SCS SAP implementation”. The three main components of the project, outcomes and 

outputs were elaborated in details in the project’s Regional Implementation Report that was discussed and 

considered by the First Project Steering Committee meeting (28-29 June 2021). The project’s organogram was 

presented showing the execution arrangements at national and regional levels including the responsibilities of 

UNOPS and SEAFDEC as executing agencies. UNOPS will take the lead on supporting countries through national 

contracts as well as supporting project management staff and consultants, while SEAFDEC will lead the 

coordination of all regional activities and meetings, travels and hosting of the project office. Finally, the Inception 

Phase period 2020-2021 progress was also briefly presented including establishment of the Project Coordination 

Unit and project office, organization of three regional meetings with over 30 national meetings, national 
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coordination mechanisms in the process of development, created and maintained project web-site, a lot of 

consultation to identify key stakeholders and partnerships, and key inception phased documents finalized. For the 

project background and arrangement presentation, see Annex 2 and [LINK]. 

 

A video presentation about the SCS SAP Project is available on the project web-site https://scssap.org/ and YouTube 

[LINK]. 

 

 

4. Country presentations  
 

The Chairpersons and representatives of the National Technical Working Group (NTWG) of the SCS SAP project 

presented the main areas of activities to be executed at the national level.  

 

Mr. Than Monomoyith, Vice Chief of Office, Department of Marine and Coastal Zone 

Conservation, General Directorate of Administration for Nature Conservation and 

Protection, Ministry of Environment of Cambodia, presented the progress of the project which has just 

started in Cambodia. National teams, inter-ministerial committees and working group members are under 

establishment to be chaired by the Ministry of Environment with the support of the Ministry of Environment, the 

Fishery Administration, the MOE National Council for Sustainable Development and Local Authorities for the 

execution of activities. Four provinces have been identified for mangrove, coral reef and seagrass sites namely: 

Kampot, Kep, Sihanouk and Koh Kong. Some of the major challenges and needs to address habitats management 

in Cambodia include limited knowledge base for coastal resources management and promoting environmentally 

sustainable livelihoods and lack of sustainable financing mechanisms. Cambodia will focus to strengthen its marine 

and coastal protected areas management and build capacity of national and local authorities, NGOs and community 

groups through training and workshops and improve collection of marine habitat data and information. Priority will 

also be given to support to develop national policies and institutional capacity to promote the management of coastal 

and marine environment and develop marine spatial planning (MSP) guidelines to establish 

sustainable management of marine and coastal resources and to strengthen the technical, financial and institutional 

capacity to address the climate change issues. For the Cambodia presentation, see Annex 3 and [LINK]. 

 

Dr. Y Yu, Senior Engineer of the South China Institute of Environment Sciences, Ministry of 

Ecology and Environment of China presented the national coordination and oversight structure of the project 

in China. The Ministry of Ecology and Environment will lead inter-ministerial coordination and the South China 

Institute of Environmental Sciences (SCIES) the technical coordination of the project, along with experts from other 

research institutions. Execution of activities will be through the SCIES and the National Marine Environmental 

Monitoring Center. China has already implemented and achieved many of the SAP targets such as the mangrove 

targets and actions will be developed to support the mangrove five- year plan (2020-2025) which covers three 

provinces in the South China Sea area. Regarding seagrasses, the four seagrass meadows targeted have since been 

included as marine protected areas. This development will have to be considered by China. Regarding wetlands, 

the six sites identified are now considered natural reserves and marine protected areas. The total area for wetland is 

currently undergoing review and confirmation. In terms of pollution management, the major challenge identified is 

diffusion pollution especially from agriculture and cooperation of watershed both downstream and upstream. China 

has a new system or arrangement known as ecological compensation, a policy to promote cooperation.  

https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-final-inception-workshop/211-1-iw-presentation-agenda-2-and-3/file
https://scssap.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0voMPFUIdkg
https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-first-steering-committee-meeting/205-4-psc1-presentation-cambodia/file
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China has undertaken a number of significant reforms in the last 12 years in support to the Strategic Action 

Programme implementation, including “ecological civilization” which has been added to the constitution of China 

since 2018. There were various government reforms and restructuring in 2018 and amendment of some legislations 

including the system on central inspection on environmental protection. China’s current main initiatives and 

priorities includes the development of new five-year planning and the financial supporting system called central 

marine environment restoration grant including action plan for mangroves and action plan for coastal rehabilitation. 

The priority activities are to tackle diffuse pollution and improve environmental state of rural areas and also to 

implement some system like integrated coastal and river basin management to improve and promote public 

participation. There is a need to align the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) and Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) targets into the national implementation report including new issues on ocean and climate change. 

China has a new initiative called Beautiful Coast which aims to protect and rehabilitate coastal areas and has the 

capacity and strength in remote sensing and good experience in restoration of mangrove forest and marine 

monitoring and assessment. For the China presentation, see Annex 4 and [LINK]. 

 

Mr. Dida Migfar Ridha, Director of Coastal and Marine Pollution and Degradation Control, 

Ministry of Environment and Forestry of Indonesia presented the national coordination to implement 

the SCS SAP Project in Indonesia. The national coordination includes the other Large Marine Ecosystems where 

Indonesia is part of, namely: the South China Sea LME, the Sulu Celebes Sea LME, the Indonesian Seas LME 

including the Arafura Sea LME. Inter-ministerial coordination is led by the Director General of Environmental 

Pollution and Degradation Control of the Ministry of Environment and Forestry while the technical coordination is 

under the leadership of the Director of Coastal and Marine Pollution and Degradation Control of the Ministry of 

Environment and Forestry. These project bodies will work together with around thirteen related ministries and 

agencies including local governments, universities and non-government organizations. Execution of activities will 

be predominantly through the Ministry of Environment and Forestry for mangroves and land-based pollution; and 

the Indonesian Institute of Sciences and Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries for coral reef and seagrass.  

 

Current key sites for interventions include:  

• Mangrove - Futian, Shankou, Pearl Bay, Dongzhaigang, Qinglangang, Guangdong, Guangxi, Hainan and 

China;  

• Seagrass – Hepu, Liusha, Xincun and Lian; and  

• Wetlands – Pearl river-some part as national natural reserve, Beilun river-national natural reserve, Shantou, 

Hepu, Danzhou—Danzhou Bay, and Wenchang—Qinglanggang. 

https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-first-steering-committee-meeting/206-5-psc1-presentation-china/file
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In terms of pollution management, Indonesia has established a new regulation Government Regulation 22 Year 

2021, Chapter on “Sea Quality Management and Protection” which include sea water quality and ecosystem quality; 

and since 2019 established the Regional Capacity Center for Clean Seas (RC3S) in Bali, in line with Resolution 

UNEA-4 on Protection Marine Environment from Land-based Activities, which focus on land-based activities such 

as: (a) increased nutrient; (b) wastewater; (c) marine litter and microplastics; and (d) emerging pollutants.  As to 

the progress of project implementation, Indonesia has conducted several focused group discussions with related 

ministries and agencies, universities and non-government organizations and has harmonized data and information 

on mangrove, coral reefs, seagrass and wetlands including stocktaking data and information on programmes, 

regulations and modalities in the each focus area. The major challenges and activities identified were presented. 

This includes building the mechanism for collaboration and partnership with all stakeholders, improving the 

accuracy and transparency of data and information, the quality of damaged coastal ecosystems and the management 

and sustainable use of marine conservation area. Also, the need to fill in data gaps on various types of biota and an 

inventory and management of marine tourism activities. For the Indonesia presentation, see Annex 5 and [LINK]. 

 

Ms. Armida Andres, Division Chief of the Biodiversity Management Bureau, Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources of the Philippines presented the progress of national activities of 

the SCS SAP Project in the Philippines. Inter-ministerial coordination will be led by the Secretary of the Department 

of Environment and Natural Resources and technical oversight by the Biodiversity Management Bureau including 

already a team of thirteen members. Execution of activities will be through the Biodiversity Management Bureau 

for all coastal habitats supported by the University of the Philippines-Marine Science Institute on the coral reef and 

seagrass components; the Environmental Management Bureau for land-based pollution and the Philippines 

Statistics Authority for economic valuation. Numerous consultations, workshops and workshops have been 

conducted in 2020-2021 to elaborate the project’s national activities and workplan and the 21 proposed sites. 

Activities and budget for the sites are currently being completed and finalized.  

 

Current key sites for interventions include:  

• Mangroves: the mangrove area distribution was presented located along Sumatra island and Borneo island. The 

target locations are Belitung, Bengkalis, Batu Ampar, Ngurah Rai and Angke Kapuk. The target per location is 

still in progress to be harmonized with data from the National Mangrove Information System Map which will be 

completed in July 2021.  

• Coral reefs: the distribution of coral cover in Indonesia was presented located in Batam, Bintan, Natuna, 

Anambas, Belitung and Lingga. For the implementation of the project, the target location are Bangka, Belitung, 

District-based MPA Lingga, Barelang dan Bintan, Natuna, Karimata and Anambas. For the target, Indonesia 

will combine management data with the final zoning area for the Riau islands (Lingga, Barelang, Bintan, Natuna 

and Anambas) which is still in progress.  

• Seagrass: the distribution of seagrass area cover are located in Batam, Bintan, Natuna, Anambas, Belitung and 

Lingga. For the implementation of the project, the target location are Anambas, District-based MPA Lingga 

(Medang-Mesanak, Temiang, Senayang), East Bintan, Mapur and Bangka Belitung. Similarly for the target, 

Indonesia will have to adjust the data with the final zoning area for the Riau islands (Lingga, East Bintan, and 

Anambas) which is still in progress.  

• Wetlands: the target area is Sembilang National Park which is an estuarine area with mangroves.  

https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-first-steering-committee-meeting/207-6-psc1-presentation-indonesia/file
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In terms of land-based pollution, the priority activities include:  

✓ the preparation of national action plan on land-based pollution with assessment;  

✓ the update of the Philippine water quality guidelines and strengthening the water quality monitoring and 

assessment capability of DENR-EMB, including improvement of water quality data management and 

reporting system;  

✓ the formulation of framework for the development of Philippine sediment quality guidelines and 

recommendation of interim sediment quality guidelines for metals in freshwater sediment, with beta-testing 

of sediment collection manual;  

✓ the development of national research framework and program for the monitoring and assessment of marine 

litter; and  

✓ inventory and monitoring of water bodies draining into Batangas Bay and Lingayen Gulf regions (hotspots). 

 

The Special Presidential Authority was signed by the President (27 April 2021) and the Project Document has been 

signed by the Secretary of the DENR paving the way for the full implementation of the project in the Philippines.  

Work is underway and some of the challenges noted include funding limitations combined with the large number 

of sites may need careful consideration. Also, there are an increasing number of projects underway which warrant 

the creation of a Project Management Office to support and coordinate.  The current pandemic is a huge challenge 

with continuing restrictions on movements and travel of personnel and staff, expected to cause delays in the delivery 

of targets and outputs. The SCS SAP Project is very much aligned with the Coastal and Marine Ecosystems 

Management Program (CMEMP) which aims to achieve the effective management of the country’s coastal 

and marine ecosystems to increase their ability to provide ecological goods and services for human wellbeing. The 

project and CMEMP contributes to the achievement of the Philippine Development Plan and the Philippine 

Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan targets including international commitments such as the Aichi Targets 

and the UN Sustainable Development Goals particularly Goal 14 – Life below Water. For the Philippines 

presentation, see Annex 6 and [LINK]. 

Current key sites for interventions include:  

• Mangroves: based on the original seven sites, three proposed additional sites were added following selection 

criteria provided by the project. Based on validation, the original sites is insufficient and requires additional 

sites to cover the targets. The mangrove sites are:  Ulugan Bay, San Vicente, Quezon, Dumaran, Coron, 

Busuanga and Araceli, all in Palawan Province, and Subic and Masinloc-Oyon Bay in Zambales.  

• Coral reefs: based on original nine sites, the Philippines conducted validation of the nine original sites in close 

coordination and consultation with the Marine Science Institute taking into consideration actual information 

from relevant projects. Based on the validation, six sites can already cover the total target of the project. The 

selection of sites also considers the interconnectivity of coastal habitats for a more efficient implementation of 

the management approaches, policies and monitoring management schemes as determined by the project. The 

coral reef sites are: Masinloc, Zambales, El Nido, Palawan, Balabac, Calamianes Group of Islands, Bolinao / 

Lingayen Gulf and Batangas Bay, Maricaban Strait.  

• Seagrass: three original sites were identified. Upon validation, there is a need to increase the number of sites 

and proposed three more additional sites. The seagrass sites are: Cape Bolinao, Honda Bay, Ulugan, Looc-

Lubang, Masinloc and El Nido. For wetland, the Philippines committed to develop and implement an integrated 

management plan for two estuaries and one tidal flats. Due to continuing volcanic activity in the area, there is 

need to characterize alternative site for Pansipit River estuary and considered the coastal wetland of Maragondon 

as alternate site with the Malampaya Sound in Palawan and the Manila Bay tidal flat being retained as target 

sites.  

• Wetlands: Maragondon Estuary, Malampaya Sound Estuary, Manila Bay Tidal Flats (Bulacan, Bataan, 

Pampanga). 

https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-first-steering-committee-meeting/208-7-psc1-presentation-philippines/file
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Mr. Ukkrit Satapoomin, Director of Coastal Resources Conservation Division, Department 

of Marine and Coastal Resources, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of 

Thailand provided the update on national activities to implement the SCS SAP Project in Thailand. The Inter-

ministerial Committee has already been established with the Deputy Director General of the Department of Marine 

and Coastal Resources as chairperson with around 20 representatives from seven ministries and other organizations. 

The Director of the Marine Resources Conservation Division will be the chairperson to lead technical oversight of 

the project with representatives from central and local governments, communities and academia as members. 

Execution of the activities will be supported through the Mangroves Conservation Division for mangrove; the 

Marine Resources Conservation Division for coral reef and the Water Quality Management Bureau of the Pollution 

Control Department for land-based pollution.   

 

 
 

Proposed activities for project execution covering all habitats were summarized including support to law and policy 

enforcement, such as for the proclamation of mangrove conservation areas and, marine protected areas - regulations 

and measures to minimize impact from marine tourism industry and coastal development - and measures to control 

activities that cause impact on seagrass including the utilization of marine and coastal resources. Also key are 

actions for the reforestation and restoration of marine life such as for coral reefs (using both active and passive 

restorations); conservation and usage zones such as marine spatial planning, coastal use plan and zoning schemes 

as well as actions related to monitoring, education and awareness raising,  networking and collaboration, i.e. 

promotion of ecotourism sustainable livelihoods. Regarding challenges, the COVID-19 affected the development 

of the workplan and a number of activities such as consultations with the local communities, where online meetings 

are not always suitable. Another is the sustainability of institution and governance structures particularly in the 

establishment of local structure to include the local communities in the structure and consultation process to ensure 

that activities are implemented accordingly. Through the project, Thailand will contribute to the global and regional 

development agenda such as the SDG’s, as well as giving priority to blue economy in line with the BCG 

Current key sites for interventions include:  

• Mangroves: there were five original sites identified and proposed to reduce it to three sites where two of the 

original sites remained and proposed the Bandon Bay as new site. Bandon Bay was selected to complement the 

Fisheries Refugia project. Other reasons for changing the sites are the size of Trad Province which is too large, 

some site are not in the current management plan and priority like Tung Kha-Savi Bay while some site has 

sufficient management in placed like Kung Kraben Bay. The proposed mangrove sites are: Pak Phanang Bay, 

Welu River Estuary and Bandon Bay.  

• Coral reef: there were fourteen original sites identified which were too many and proposed to reduce the sites 

into six sites which are under management priority of the department. The Prachuab and Songkhla are too large 

and not site specific. The Chang and Samui are large and the issues are complex. The Aung Thong, Samet, 

Sattaheep and Chao Lao are not considered priority areas. The proposed coral reef sites are:  Sichang Island Group, 

Lan and Phai Islands Group, Koh Tao Island Group, Koh Kra Archipelago, Losin Island and Mak Island.  

• Seagrass: there was no site proposed in the SAP and proposed to include Chaiya-Phunphin Districts to 

complement with the Fisheries Refugia Project.  

• Wetlands: the two original sites were changed since the sites, Thale Noi Wildlife non-hunting area and Khao Sam 

Roi Yot national park, are freshwater and terrestrial ecosystem and not under the agency mandate. The Don Hoi 

Lot Mudflat was proposed as new wetland site due to the excessive population of Razor clam, which is a good 

example to look into in terms of the sustainable management of this particular population.  
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(Bioeconomy, Circular economy and Green economy) model announced by the government.  Thailand would like 

to promote ecotourism in the areas instead of the excessive use of resources to support tourism business as well as 

to enhance local economy through activities that promote sustainable livelihood. For the Thailand presentation, see 

Annex 7 and [LINK]. 

 

Mr. Nguyen Cong Minh, Expert of the Agency of Seas and Islands Use and Management, 

Viet Nam Administration of Seas and Islands, Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Environment of Viet Nam, presented the status in Viet Nam to implement the SCS SAP Project. Currently, 

Viet Nam is in the process of updating the national activities and workplan including the members of project national 

bodies. Inter-ministerial coordination will be led by the Vice Minister of the Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Environment and will have as members the representatives of relevant ministries and research institutions. 

Technical oversight will be led by the Director of the Department of Science, Technology and International 

Cooperation of the Viet Nam Administration of Seas and Islands with members coming from relevant agencies and 

research institutions. Activities will be executed through: Mangrove Ecosystem Research Centre for mangrove; the 

Institute of Oceanography, Nha Trang for coral reef; the Institute of Marine Environment and Resources, 

Vietnamese Academy of Science and Technology, Haiphong for seagrass; the Viet Nam Institute of Seas and Islands 

for wetlands; the Center for Integrated Coastal Planning and Management for Northern Area, VASI / Center for 

Integrated Coastal Planning and Management for Southern Area, VASI for land-based pollution; and the Institute 

of Strategy and Policy on Natural Resources and Environment for economic valuation. 

 

 
 

Regarding pollution management, Viet Nam is facing a number of challenges and needs in terms of legislation, 

enforcement, finance, awareness and capacity. So far Viet Nam has manage to complete the legal framework on 

marine management, apply  a number of approach to manage coastal and marine like ecosystem-based management, 

initiate activities to control pollution due to plastic waste including activities for education, awareness raising and 

capacity building. In terms of the overall status and challenges in Viet Nam, the national implementation report is 

being updated which will consolidate the activities and implementation organization structure. The challenges 

identified are legislation limitation and inconsistency, insufficient awareness and capacity at all level, insufficient 

investment for implementation, weak monitoring, and insufficient punishment mechanism. The current main 

initiatives and priorities are related to marine spatial planning, marine resources use strategy, and establishment 

and enhancement of MPA and protected areas. The management and sustainable use of the marine and 

Current key sites for interventions include:  

• Mangrove: the identified sites are Tien Yen, Xuan Thuy, Can Gio, Ca Mau, which are rich in biodiversity and 

ecosystem services. All sites are under conservation status either as national park, nature reserve or wetland 

conservation area. These sites however are under pressure from exploitation for local livelihood.  

• Coral reef: the sites identified are: Cu Lao Cham Nha Trang bay Con Dao Phu Quoc Ninh Hai Ca Na bay Ha 

Long - Cat Ba Hai Van - Son Tra Bach Long Vi. The sites are the major distribution areas of coral reef in Viet 

Nam. The sites are under conservation status such as protected area but the coral reef areas are declining.  

• Seagrass: the sites identified are: Phu Quoc archipelago Con Dao Islands Thuy Trieu Tam Giang, which are under 

conservation status such as protected area but all are under pressure from exploitation for local livelihood.  

• Wetland: the sites identified are: Tamgiang-Cauhai Lagoon, Thi Nai Lagoon, Balat Estuary, Tien River Estuary, 

Dong Nai River Estuary and Ca Mau Southwest Tidal Flat which are important wetlands for biodiversity and 

livelihoods. All sites are under conservation status either as national park, nature reserve or wetland conservation 

area but are under high pressure from degradation and pollution.  

 

https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-first-steering-committee-meeting/209-8-psc1-presentation-thailand/file
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coastal environment in Viet Nam is guided by Resolution 36-NQ/TW on marine sustainable development strategy 

which take into consideration the Sustainable Development Goals and Convention on Biological Diversity targets, 

blue and circular economy, and climate change issues. Along this line, Viet Nam needs training and exchange of 

lessons learned and experiences from other countries in the region. For the Viet Nam presentation, see Annex 8 and 

[LINK]. 

 

 
 

 

5. Regional Activities  
 
Dr. Virginie Hart presented briefly the rationale and background of the inception phase regional report to implement 

the Strategic Action Programme at the regional level including the linkages between outcomes and outputs of the 

project to be executed at local (site), national and regional levels. She informed the participants that the Steering 

Committee has considered the draft Inception Phase Regional Report subject to some adjustments. For the inception 

phase regional report presentation, see Annex 9 and [LINK]. For the full regional report, see [LINK].  

 

 

6. Key partnerships and synergies 
 

Key to the success of the implementation of the Strategic Action Programme is the partnerships to ensure the most 

efficient and effective use of resources, build upon existing efforts and initiatives, establish joint and common 

Question and Answers from participants:  

✓ Ms. Stefanie Rog (stefanie.rog@fauna-flora.org) of the Flora and Fauna International (FFI) informed the 

participants that FFI has data on coral, seagrass and marine spatial planning in Cambodia and expressed interest 

to be engaged in the project particularly in filling the data gaps and discussing information needs on the marine 

environment in Cambodia. Ms. Rog also shared some information on recent mangrove data through Global 

Mangrove Watch web-site [LINK] - Mr. Srey Sunleang of the Ministry of Environment, Cambodia welcomed the 

interest of the FFI to be engaged in the project activities in Cambodia. FFI and the Ministry of Environment have 

worked on many activities and welcomed FFI and other interested partners inputs and expertise. 

✓ Mr. John Pontillas of the Philippines inquired on Indonesia presentation. He observed one focus area located along 

the Singapore-Malacca Strait which is a busy shipping route where most ships passed. He inquired how Indonesia 

will address and manage the pollution generated from the shipping lines. Mr. Dida of Indonesia clarified that the 

SCS SAP Project focusses on land-based pollution and not on sea-based pollution. This is a challenge for the 

project to consider also sea-based pollution especially oil spills. All countries work together in the region under 

the ASEAN mechanism like the handling of illegal desludge and tank cleaning which could be used for oil spill 

pollution in the area. 

✓ Dr. Mike Fortes of the Philippines inquired on China presentation particularly on the meaning of managing 

pollution by diffusion of the pollution. He inquired why there is no prevention of pollution at source. Mr. Yu of 

China clarified that there are two sources of pollution – point sources and non-point sources or diffusion sources. 

The point sources in China are all under control using some kind of discharge permission system for diffuse 

pollution particularly from agriculture. Diffuse pollution is a big challenge and a priority in China for pollution 

control. 

✓ Ms. Yi Liu of GEF SGP China inquired on the organization of country meeting in China and expressed interest 

to help organize Chinese NGOs to join the meeting. Mr. Yu will contact Ms. Liu for the schedule and arrangement. 

 

https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-first-steering-committee-meeting/210-9-psc1-presentation-vietnam/file
https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-final-inception-workshop/218-8-iw-presentation-regional-implementation-report/file
https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-first-steering-committee-meeting/150-psc1-3-draft-inception-phase-regional-report/file
https://www.globalmangrovewatch.org/country/KHM?map=eyJiYXNlbWFwIjoibGlnaHQiLCJ2aWV3cG9ydCI6eyJsYXRpdHVkZSI6MTIuMTYwMjIyNTY0MTcwMjMyLCJsb25naXR1ZGUiOjEwMS43MTYzMzkyNTA3MTA0Mywiem9vbSI6NS44ODQ5MTExMjAwNDI5NTQsImJlYXJpbmciOjAsInBpdGNoIjowfX0%3D
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objectives and targets for the longer term, and design a plan for the sustainability of all actions, from monitoring, 

scientific studies, policy reforms and capacity building. Below are some of the key partners who presented. 

 

Dr. Sulan Chen, Programme Advisor of the UNDP GEF Small Grants Programme (SGP) 
congratulated the governments of Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam, GEF, UNEP, 

UNOPS, SEAFDEC and partner organizations on the launching of the SCS SAP Project. She expressed great honor 

and pleasure to witness and be part of this monumental event, which is deeply gratifying having worked for four 

years with the first phase of the project. She thanked Ms. Vanderbeck of UNEP for the leadership and perseverance 

to make this project a reality, the project management team and experts for the impressive work and the governments 

of participating countries for the commitment to implement the Strategic Action Programme.  

 

The Small Grants Programme is the corporate programme of the GEF which promotes the community-based 

innovation, capacity development and empowerment thru sustainable development projects of local communities 

and civil society organizations. The SGP promotes an integrated development approach that deliver global 

environment benefits while adjusting local livelihood and empower the local communities through financial and 

technical support to communities and the civil society organizations which ultimately promotes the inclusive and 

constructive government-civil society-private sector relationship. In terms of funding and coverage, SGP provides 

support of up to 50,000 USD per project to communities, and currently covering around 127 countries supporting 

25,000 projects with funding of more than 600 Million USD. 

 

The cooperation between the SGP and the previous SCS project was presented with a view to explore collaboration 

for the Strategic Action Programme implementation. The collaboration between the SGP and the previous phase of 

the project was briefly presented wherein the project was executed through a joint collaboration agreement signed 

in November 2007 by the SCS Project Director and the SGP Global Manager to initiate the collaboration. A fund 

transfer agreement was also signed in September 2008 between UNDP and UNEP to support the implementation 

of projects from 2008 to 2012. The objective of the partnership is to support at least 12 community-based 

demonstration sites, provide trainings to national coordinators, national steering committee members, NGOs and 

communities on regional priorities, and build capacity at local level to support Strategic Action Programme 

implementation. Two NGO forums were organized to connect the civil society organizations at the regional level. 

A total of 667,000 USD was offered by the project for the partnership where SGP matched the funding to support 

the activities on the ground. The partnership exceeded the original number of 12 community sites as 31 sites at 

community level were funded.  

 

To provide country specific information, three SGP Country Coordinators from Cambodia, China and Viet Nam 

presented their experiences with regard to the results of previous phase collaboration. Ms. Ngin Navirak of 

Cambodia presented the seven projects funded under SCS/SGP partnership focusing on sea grass conservation, 

conservation of existing mangrove areas and reforestation, crab bank and community capacity development. Ms. 

Yi Liu of China stated that no funds were provided under the partnership but through SGP China, 8 projects were 

supported during the previous phase. In 2015 China has identified the SCS-SAP as one of their priorities for 

landscape and seascape projects. Ms. Huyen Nguyen Thi Thu of Viet Nam presented the six projects supported 

under the collaboration focusing on co-management in fisheries, coral reef conservation, tourism and land crab, 

MSMEs empowerment, and establishment of community learning hub network. All country coordinators expressed 

interest and support to continue the collaboration between the SGP and the SCS SAP Project. 

 

The summary of key experiences and lessons learned from the collaboration was presented. This includes: 

Integrated approach of incorporating local action into regional framework is more effective than stand-alone 
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projects. The SGP benefited from the knowledge and expertise from the SCS project while the SCS utilized SGP 

as a mechanism to deliver and reach out to local people and communities; 2) Initial trainings and capacity building 

are critical to translate the Strategic Action Programme into local actions. It is recommended that NGO forums and 

CSO network or forums be organized at regional level.; 3) Networking and connection in relation to NGO forum at 

regional level be organized also at national level; 4) Experiences and lessons learned can shape central and local 

government policies and regulations as we can work together through the SGP activities; and 5) Maintain regional 

information sharing and exchange. It is important that project partners and stakeholders are connected at local and 

regional level. The SGP recommitted and reinstated commitment to support the SAP implementation to ensure its 

successful implementation on the ground. For the GEF SGP presentation, see Annex 10 and [LINK]. 

 

Ms. Aimee Gonzales, Executive Director of the Partnerships in Environmental Management 

for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA) thanked the project team for ensuring PEMSEA participation in the 

meeting. There is significant overlap between PEMSEA and SCS SAP focal points and experts as well as concrete 

opportunities for synergies and complementation, ensuring the cost-effective management of resources. PEMSEA 

is a regional cooperation mechanism that aims to foster and sustain healthy and resilient coasts and oceans, 

communities and economies across the Seas of East Asia through Integrated management solutions and 

partnerships, with funding support from the GEF, UNDP and other development agencies. Five country partners of 

PEMSEA are participating countries of the project. PEMSEA operates at regional, national and local levels where 

they assist governments at national and local levels in developing plans and policies that addresses the threats and 

impacts on the coast and shared oceans. The network of local governments and learning centers are working closely 

with national and local governments to help build capacity to adapt to solutions that are appropriate to local 

circumstances. At the regional level, PEMSEA executes a shared strategy for the sustainable development of the 

seas of East Asia which has six priority programs, namely: biodiversity conservation, climate change and disaster 

risk reduction, pollution reduction and waste management, ocean governance and strategic partnerships, knowledge 

management and capacity building, blue economy investment and sustainable financing. The strategy is currently 

being reviewed to take into account the realities and emerging trends such as the global pandemic, the UN Decade 

of Ocean Science, the Post 2020 Biodiversity Framework, the Paris agreement and the commitment to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions in the maritime transport. In terms of future plans and priority programs, PEMSEA is 

working on the East Asian Seas Roadmap 2030 that is anchored on the blue development agenda and in response 

to the call for the blue green recovery post pandemic plans. This will also be articulated in the SDS-SEA 

Implementation Plan 2023-2027. Currently underway is the organization of EAS Congress 2021 which would have 

the 7th Ministerial Declaration that would lay down the policy framework of PEMSEA, and the development of blue 

economy pathway.  

 

Some of the tools that will be helpful for the SCS SAP Project are the State of Ocean and Coasts Reports in EAS 

Region, the State of River Basin Reports in ASEAN Countries, the Baseline Reports on GHG Emissions in EAS 

Region for the maritime transport sector, the Management of LME Transboundary Marine Protected Areas, the blue 

economy measures in country blue/green development plans, the Integrated Coastal Management certification and 

training manuals and the SeaKnowledgeBank, a repository of data and tools. The possible complementation 

between PEMSEA and the SCS SAP Project was presented below.  

  

https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-final-inception-workshop/219-9-iw-presentation-sgp/file
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SCS SAP Project PEMSEA 

SCS SAP development ATSEA 2 Regional SAP and Indonesia NSAP 

Monitoring Biennial state of coastal habitats Regional/national/local State of Ocean and Coasts Reports 

Developing Information database SeaKnowledge Bank 

Fostering Blue Economy State of River Basin Reports for 5 countries  

Implementing Circular Economy Circular Economy work in Indonesia, Philippines and Viet Nam 

Updating Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis   SDS-SEA Implementation Plan 2023-2027 

Enabling partnerships/technical assistance   PEMSEA Network of Local Government, PEMSEA Network of 

Learning Centers, Private sector engagement 

 

Ms. Gonzales noted there are important problems to tackle and address in the region and encouraged everyone to 

ensure project complementation, open communications and sharing of experiences and resources to build a stronger 

collaborative, complementary partnership. For the PEMSEA presentation, see Annex 11 and [LINK]. 

 

Ms. Katrin Eitrem Holmgren, Programme Officer of the Secretariat of the Coordinating 

Body on the Seas of East Asia (COBSEA) thanked the SCS SAP Project for the invitation and opportunity 

to present COBSEA, one of 18 Regional Seas Programmes of UNEP. COBSEA is an intergovernmental body 

covering nine countries in the East Asian Seas region which include all the 6 countries participating in SCS SAP 

Project. COBSEA is one of seven regional seas programme administered by UNEP and the Secretariat is hosted by 

Thailand. COBSEA works according to the East Asian Seas Action Plan which aims to protect the marine and 

coastal environment in the region; the COBSEA Strategic Directions 2018-2022 focusing on addressing land based 

marine pollution, enhancing marine and coastal planning and management and strengthening regional governance; 

and the COBSEA Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter, which aims to prevent and reduce marine litter from both 

land and sea-based sources, strengthen monitoring and create enabling conditions for action. The specific activities 

currently undertaken by COBSEA in the East Asian Seas region were presented. In terms of land-based sources of 

marine pollution, the activities include the harmonization and strengthening of national marine litter monitoring 

programs and policies in COBSEA member countries, conduct hotspots assessment of waste leakage and 

establishing monitoring baselines together with UN Habitat, promote inclusive marked-based solutions looking at 

entire plastic value chain through the SEA Circular Project, and conduct study on the sources, policies, impacts, 

monitoring schemes and measures on nutrient pollution in COBSEA countries. In terms of marine and coastal 

planning and management, the activities include the conduct of policy review and study on the regional and national 

framework related to marine and coastal spatial planning, conduct trainings on different elements on marine and 

coastal spatial planning, stakeholder engagement and Sustainable Ocean Economy (scheduled in September 2021) 

together with the Blue Solutions Initiative, engagement on the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework discussion 

including launching of webinar series, and work on establishing a COBSEA network of marine protected areas 

focusing on critical habitats; In terms of regional governance, COBSEA is continuously collaborating with relevant 

partners to leverage synergy and minimize duplication. A main component of COBSEA work is assessments, 

capacity building and regional knowledge management and networking. 

 

The future plans and priorities of COBSEA were presented which include the establishment of the East Asian Seas 

Regional Node of the Global Partnership on Marine Litter, development of regional guidance on harmonizing 

monitoring including regional guidelines to identify and address different sources of nutrient, establishment of a 

https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-final-inception-workshop/220-10-iw-presentation-pemsea/file
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community of practice on marine and coastal spatial planning as a regional platform for exchange, development of 

regional guidelines for ecosystem-based approach for regional and national levels, implementation of the outcomes 

of Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework including tracking indicators for regional seas programmes, review 

and evaluation of the management effectiveness of marine protected areas, integration of sustainable blue economy 

elements in COBSEA works, development of COBSEA Strategic Directions post-2022 and review on ocean-related 

SDG implementation and follow-up. The possible cooperation areas between COBSEA and SCS SAP Project were 

identified and presented. The cooperation areas are support to monitoring, assessment and implementation of land-

based sources of pollution, developing cooperation activities on marine protected areas, marine and coastal spatial 

planning and marine litter (through the regional working group), support to the implementation of Post-2020 Global 

Biodiversity Framework, support in delivering actions on SDG Outlook in line with COBSEA strategic documents, 

and participation in COBSEA and SCS SAP Project meetings and events such as the upcoming COBSEA 

Intergovernmental Meeting in September 2021. For the COBSEA presentation, see Annex 12 and [LINK]. 

 

Ms. Makiko Yashiro, Regional Coordinator for Ecosystems Management Programme of 

UNEP Asia and Pacific Office thanked the project for the opportunity to participate in the inception workshop 

and noted the areas of work covered by the SCS SAP Project are very much related to the initiatives currently 

implemented by UNEP in the region and provides opportunity to ensure synergies and complementarities among 

projects and initiatives in the region. UNEP current initiatives on marine litter were presented starting with the SEA 

Circular Project funded by Sweden in collaboration with COBSEA, which is implemented in six South East Asian 

countries with the purpose of reducing land-based plastic leakage into the marine environment by ensuring that 

plastic is wasted at source and plastic value change is managed sustainably. The SEA Circular Project focuses on 

strengthening the scientific basis for decision making to address plastic litter including creating awareness and 

regional networking through the COBSEA Regional Working Group on Marine Litter and the annual Sea of 

Solutions partnership week. Another similar project is the Counter Measure II Project funded by Japan which 

provides collaboration for sharing knowledge and information and good practices for monitoring and addressing 

river-based plastic pollution in the region.  

 

Aside from the marine litter initiatives, the sustainable blue economy efforts in the region supported by UNEP were 

presented such as the ASEAN meeting on sustainable blue economy to have a common understanding on the 

concept of blue economy where the outcome of the meeting will be used in developing the ASEAN leaders 

declaration on blue economy. A number of GEF projects currently being developed were also presented focusing 

on the application of sustainable blue economy approach at national and sub-national level development planning 

processes such as the development and application of provincial natural capital accounts in tourism and water 

resources sectors in Krabi Province, Thailand; the implementation of blue economy approach through natural capital 

accounting, green investment with the incorporation of ecosystems valuation in government operation in Palawan 

Province, Philippines; and the development of project concept on blue economy focusing on the development on 

natural capital accounting and its application in promoting sustainable blue economy in Viet Nam. Ms. Yashiro 

stressed the importance of engaging the ministries, departments and stakeholders at national and local levels 

including the need for the project partners to closely interact and collaborate fully and looked forward to further 

engagement and collaboration with the project.  

 

Mr. Mish Hamid, Project Manager of the IWLEARN Project thanked the project for the opportunity to 

participate and present the IWLEARN and noted the long history of collaboration between the IWLEARN and the 

previous phase of the project and looked forward to continuing the beneficial relationship with the second phase of 

the project. The IWLEARN is the lead knowledge management mechanism of the GEF International Waters Focal 

https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-final-inception-workshop/221-11-iw-presentation-cobsea/file
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Area servicing all International Waters projects including multifocal area projects with International Waters 

component and the partners involved in these projects. The IWLEARN is a project jointly implemented by UNEP 

and UNDP providing not only knowledge management but also provides coordination and partnership building 

functions. The IWLEARN exists to build management capacity and strengthen the overall capacity of GEF projects 

to better improve the shared ecosystems that all projects are supporting, promote scaled-up learning of experiences, 

tools and methodologies and help increase the effectiveness of projects, provide the coordination functions linking 

the freshwater and marine projects along the source to sea continuum, and provide coordination functions to the 

many GEF funded projects that are implemented by different GEF implementing agencies. The GEF International 

Waters portfolio has funded investments in over 23 large marine ecosystems (LME) including a larger number of 

lakes, aquifers and rivers where the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand are part of the larger LME around the 

world.  

 

The IWLEARN provides services and support to all International Waters projects, linking all projects to share 

experiences and results including technical innovations and science. The main functions of IWLEARN is to provide 

Knowledge Sharing and Partnership Building; 2) Information management; and 3) Programmatic support. The 

specific services/activities that IWLEARN provides are participation in the International Water Conference and 

global training and online courses, project twinning, data/visualization platform to share data and information, 

sharing and use of manuals and methodologies and toolkits, and sharing of policy briefs and experience notes 

including newsletters. The possible cooperation areas with SCS SAP Project was presented such as the Regional 

Ocean Coordination, support to Annual Large Marine Ecosystem Consultations, LME Data and Information 

Management, Private Sector Partnerships and Project Communications. The previous SCS Project has contributed 

a lot of work in these areas and would like to continue this cooperation with the SCS SAP Project. Mr. Hamid 

encouraged the project and partners to share their works with IWLEARN for the information of other projects and 

hoped the project will be a strong learning node for the GEF IW portfolio in the region as well as a benefactor of 

IWLEARN, and looked forward to collaborating and working closely with the project. For the IWLEARN 

presentation, see Annex 13 and [LINK]. 

 

 
 

Ms. Purificacio Canals, Coordinator of EU Ocean Governance Project expressed appreciation for 

the opportunity to present the Ocean Governance Project, which is funded by the European Union focusing on the 

restoration of marine and coastal ecosystems and transboundary cooperation for marine protection 

(https://oceangovernance4mpas.eu). The geographical focus areas of the project are South East Asia and the 

Atlantic Basin. In the region, the project will focus on marine and coastal ecosystems restoration in three countries 

IWLEARN information links:  

✓ https://iwlearn.net/; https://iwlearn.net/manuals/dim; https://iwlearn.net/events/conferences; 

https://iwlearn.net/learning/courses; https://iwlearn.net/valuation; https://iwlearn.net/learning/courses/large-

marine-ecosystem-mooc; https://iwlearn.net/learning/twinning; https://iwlearn.net/learning/toolkits/geonode; 

✓ https://lmehub.net/; 

✓ Experience notes include- Rehabilitation of Habitats and Sustainable Use of Fisheries Resources in the Con 

Chim Area, Thi Nai Lagoon (https://iwlearn.net/documents/26555 ); Connecting GEF Projects with a Global 

Audience: Outreach Initiatives of the South China Sea Project (https://iwlearn.net/documents/3847 ); Integrating 

Fisheries and Habitat Management: Fisheries Refugia in the South China Sea 

(https://iwlearn.net/documents/3859 ); Definitive LME Volume: https://iwlearn.net/events/large-marine-

ecosystem-results-supporting-ocean-sustainability  

 

https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-final-inception-workshop/222-12-iw-presentation-gef-iwlearn/file
https://oceangovernance4mpas.eu/
https://iwlearn.net/
https://iwlearn.net/manuals/dim
https://iwlearn.net/events/conferences
https://iwlearn.net/learning/courses
https://iwlearn.net/valuation
https://iwlearn.net/learning/courses/large-marine-ecosystem-mooc
https://iwlearn.net/learning/courses/large-marine-ecosystem-mooc
https://iwlearn.net/learning/twinning
https://iwlearn.net/learning/toolkits/geonode
https://lmehub.net/
https://iwlearn.net/documents/26555
https://iwlearn.net/documents/3847
https://iwlearn.net/documents/3859
https://iwlearn.net/events/large-marine-ecosystem-results-supporting-ocean-sustainability
https://iwlearn.net/events/large-marine-ecosystem-results-supporting-ocean-sustainability
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and sites namely: Tun Mustapha Park in Malaysia and Derawan Marine Protected Area (MPA) in Indonesia on 

coral reef restoration, and the Balabac Strait in the Philippines on mangrove restoration. The Ocean Governance 

project will be working closely with the MPA managers. In terms of transboundary cooperation for marine 

protection, the project is revisiting and aligning the proposal with current situation including considering the 

activities being developed by other regional institutions and initiatives in the area. This would mean collaboration 

with other activities and projects like the SCS SAP Project in terms of data and information exchange, which is a 

key element of the Ocean Governance Project. The EU Transatlantic MPA Project has established the basis for 

exchanges between the MPA managers and networks in South East Asia and the Atlantic Basin. Ms. Canals hoped 

and looked forward to collaborating further with the SCS SAP Project on marine conservation to target more MPA 

in the region including organization of events.  

 

Ms. Chanikan Vibulsok, Technical Officer of the UNEP/GEF Fisheries Refugia Project 

presenting on behalf of the Project Director thanked the SCS SAP Project for the opportunity to present and share 

the Fisheries Refugia Project (https://fisheries-refugia.org) , which is the fisheries component of the Strategic Action 

Programme. The goals and the progress made by the Fisheries Refugia Project including the ongoing activities and 

future priorities and proposed cooperation with the SCS SAP Project were presented. The Fisheries Refugia Project 

aims to: improve integration of habitat and biodiversity conservation considerations in the management of fisheries 

in the South China Sea and the Gulf of Thailand,  improve national management of the threats to fish stock and 

critical habitat linkages within fisheries refugia and enhance the uptake of good practice in integrating fisheries 

management and biodiversity conservation in the design and implementation of regional and national fisheries 

management systems.   

 

The project achievements that may support and contribute to the SAP implementation were presented such as 

improved understanding among stakeholders on Fisheries Refugia concept and the habitat and fishery linkages as 

basis for integrated fisheries and habitat management and the strong supports and engagement of stakeholders with 

over 100 multi-stakeholders and partners engaged in the project implementation. So far, three fisheries refugia sites 

have been adopted in Cambodia and seven sites in Malaysia Philippines and Thailand are in the final decision. 

Indonesia and Viet Nam are in the process of identifying their refugia areas. The project has established five learning 

centers to promote the fisheries refugia concept and conservation of fisheries habitat linkages in Malaysia 

Philippines and Thailand. A regional cooperation is underway under the ASEAN-SEAFDEC mechanism to develop 

a Regional Action Plan for management of Transboundary Species such as Short Mackerel in the Gulf of Thailand 

Sub-region, which could be applied to the South China Sea and other seas in the Southeast Asia. 

 

In terms of ongoing activities and priorities, the Fisheries Refugia project is currently improving national fisheries 

legislation, law, policy and management plan to support, create and manage more fisheries refugia for economically 

important species within the exclusive economic zone including maintaining and scaling up the socioeconomic 

level of fishing communities by promoting innovative best practice tools and technologies such as responsible 

fishing technologies, traceability system and updating indicators and monitoring systems. Political and private 

sector support will be explored and created for the maintenance of natural refugia including promoting fisheries 

refugia through social networking and strengthening regional cooperation for the management of other 

transboundary fish stock. The proposed cooperation and collaboration with the SCS SAP includes the joint activities 

on policy and legal review and management plans, the sharing of the datasets and information on socio-economic 

valuation of goods and services of coastal habitats and root causes of the problems and priorities for intervention 

including national management actions to address climate variability and change, and collaboration in linking and 

updating web portals and associated regional online databases and communication matters. For the Fisheries 

Refugia presentation, see Annex 14 and [LINK]. 

https://fisheries-refugia.org/
https://www.scssap.org/scs-sap-final-inception-workshop/223-13-iw-presentation-fisheries-refugia-project/file
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7. Closing Remarks 
 

Dr. Virginie Hart, SCS SAP Senior Project Manager expressed her deep gratitude to all the regional 

partners for their very useful and valuable presentations. This dialogue should continue on a regular basis. All 

agreed that coordination is key especially at the national level, and therefore national committee and working groups 

should engage GEF SGP, COBSEA, PEMSEA and Fisheries Refugia focal points or experts in their national 

committees. The SCS SAP project does not address marine litter, but given the importance of marine litter and the 

number of initiatives underway it is recommended that through especially COBSEA and UNEP, that marine litter 

is included in the revision of the Strategic Action Programme, especially in relation to the impacts to habitat 

degradation in the region. Also, of great interest is work ongoing on blue economy, economic valuation and natural 

capital accounting and assessment in the region where possible collaboration could be explored through regional 

organizations like UNEP, COBSEA, PEMSEA etc. to ensure that best practices and innovative approaches are 

integrated into the projects aim to update the economic evaluations.  

 

Special thanks were expressed to Mr. Reynaldo Molina for facilitating the meeting, along with the dedicated work 

in support to the meeting by the project consultants, Mr. Romeo Trono from the Philippines and Dr. Vo Si Tuan for 

regional scientific support. A final note of thanks was expressed to Mike Baumann for his work to maintain the 

original SCS web-site (http://www.unepscs.org/) where all past reports and wealth of information is available as 

well as the development of the new web-site (https://scssap.org/).  

 

Mr. Srey Sunleang, Deputy Director General of the Ministry of Environment of Cambodia 

thanked all the distinguished delegates and participants and noted the participation of over 180 participants which 

reflects the commitment and interest to cooperate in tackling the challenges in marine and coastal environment of 

the South China Sea. He expressed appreciation to all the national teams and experts for their presentations, work 

and commitment to this project including SEAFDEC, UNOPS and UNEP and the Project Coordination Unit for 

bringing the inception phase to completion with this important meeting. He noted the significant challenge brought 

by the pandemic and encouraged all partners and stakeholders to maintain the momentum and cooperate to 

implement and achieve the SAP targets for a healthy marine and coastal environment of the South China Sea.  

 

The meeting was closed at 13.20 Indochina time (ICT) on the 1st July 2021. 

 

 

  

http://www.unepscs.org/
https://scssap.org/
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Annex 1. List of participants 
 

No. Title First Name Last Name Email Organization Job Title Country/ 

Region 

Gender 

CAMBODIA 

1 Mr. Monomoyith Than monomoyith84@gmail.com  Ministry of Environment Vice chief office Cambodia Male 

2 Mr. Vibol Ouk ouk.vibol@online.com.kh  Fisheries Administration Director of Department of 

Fisheries Conservation and 

National Focal Point for 

SEAFDEC/UNEP?GEF of 

Fisheries Refugia Project 

Cambodia Male 

3 Mr. Rithy Meas meas.rithymoe@yahoo.com  Ministry of Environment Deputy Director,  Marine 

and Coastal Zone 

Conservation 

Cambodia Male 

4 Mr. Sunleang Srey sunleangsrey@gmail.com Ministry of Environment Deputy Director General,  

GDANCP,  MoE 

Cambodia Male 

5 Mr. Chantha Thay thaychantha@yahoo.com Ministry of Environment Director,  Marine and 

Coastal Zone Conservation 

Department 

Cambodia Male 

6 Dr. Puthy EM emputhy@yahoo.com Fisheries Administration 

of MAFF 

Government officer  Cambodia Male 

7 Mr. Suy Serywath Serywath@gmail.com  Marine Fisheries 

Research and 

Development Institute 

Government officer Cambodia Male 

8 Mr. Suy Thea suythea@yahoo.com Kampot provincial 

department of 

Environment 

Director Cambodia Male 

9 Mr. CHAN KHEMRITH khemrith.chann@yahoo.com  Ministry of Tourism Deputy director of division Cambodia Male 

10 Mr. Sokvinda Sao sokvinda.ncms@gmail.com  National Committee for 

Maritime Security 

(NCMS) 

Director of Planning 

Department  

Cambodia Male 

11 Ms. Channimol KY kychannimol@gmail.com Ministry of Environment Official  Cambodia Female 

12 Dr. Tory Chhun Chhuntory@maff.gov.kh  Prek Leap National 

Institute of Agriculture 

Lecturer Cambodia Male 
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No. Title First Name Last Name Email Organization Job Title Country/ 

Region 

Gender 

13 Dr. Danet Hak hakdanet.fmse@puc.edu.kh  PUC Dean,  faculty of Science 

and Engineering 

Cambodia Female 

14 Mr. Sothou   thouraden@yahoo.com Ministry of Land 

Management Urban 

planning and 

construction 

Director of the Department Cambodia Male 

15 Mr. Sophea Tim stim3993@gmail.com Royal University of 

Agriculture 

Researcher and Lecturer Cambodia Male 

16 Dr. Lonn Pichdara pichdara@cdri.org.kh  CDRI Director of the Center for 

Natural Resources and 

Environment  

Cambodia Male 

17 Miss PHOR SOVANDA sovandaphor888@gmail.com  Ministry of Mines and 

Energy 

Official Cambodia Female 

18 Mrs. Nov Rathana dica.mme@gmail.com Ministry of Mines and 

Energy 

Official Cambodia Female 

19 Mr. Vitanak Kong fao.sihanouk@gmail.com Local Government of 

Preah Sihanouk 

Province   

Deputy Governor  Cambodia Male 

20 Dr. Sophat Seak seak.sophat@rupp.edu.kh  Royal University of 

Phnom Penh 

Vice Dean Cambodia Male 

21 Mr. Visal Prak visalpmo@gmail.com Local Government of 

Preah Sihanouk 

Province 

Project Coordinator of 

Coastal Management and 

Development Committee 

Cambodia Male 

22 Mr. Saray Ouk sarayouktoto@gmail.com Local Government Officer Cambodia Male 

23 Dr. Iv Lim limiv001@hotmail.com National Committee for 

Coastal Management 

and Development 

Deputy Secretary General Cambodia Male 

24 Mr. Ouk Pheaktra Oukpheaktra@hotmail.com  Koh Kong province Deputy Governor Cambodia Male 

25 Dr. Sokly Siev siev.sokly@misti.gov.kh  Ministry of Industry,  

Science,  Technology & 

Innovation 

Deputy Director of STI 

Policy Department  

Cambodia Male 

26 Mr. seng thai Thaiseng085@gmail.com Department of Land 

Administration  Urban 

Planning KOh Kong 

province 

cheif Cambodia Male 

27 Mr. khlem KOKY kokykhlem2013@gmail.com  khmer DISTI KOHKONG Cambodia Male 
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28 Dr. sochetkresna tang sonvisal.dot@gmail.com Tourism  Director of Sihanoukville 

department of tourism  

Cambodia Male 

29 Mr. Viravuth Ros rosvirhvuth@gmail.com  Ministry of Land 

Managerment, Urban 

planing  

Director of the  Departmet Cambodia Male 

30 Mr. Teamhy SIEN teamhy_sien@yahoo.com Royal University of 

Agriculture 

Lecturer Cambodia Male 

31 Mr. HANG Phyreak phyreak@gmail.com Dept of Land 

Management Urban 

Planning Construction 

and Cadastral 

Sihanoukville 

Vice Director Cambodia Male 

32 Mr. Ean Seyhak Eanseyhak88@gmail.com Khoh kong Officer Cambodia Male 

33 Mr. koem nhak somekimnhak@gmail.com govener govemner Cambodia Male 

34 Mr. Dara Sum darasum_63@yahoo.com  Ministry of Environment Technical Official Cambodia Male 

35 Mr. In Sao saoin168@gmail.com Department of 

Environment KEP 

Kep provincial Cambodia Male 

36 Dr. Stefanie Rog stefanie.rog@fauna-flora.org Fauna & Flora 

International 

Programme Manager Cambodia Female 

37 Mr. prak samprathna prathnaprak@gmail.com deparment of mine and 

energy 

director Cambodia Male 

38 Dr. Tory Tory torychhun74@yahoo.com  Prek Leap National 

Institute of Agriculture 

Lecturer Cambodia Male 

39 Mr. keng ie kengie47@gmail.com DPWTKK meeting Cambodia Male 

40 Mr. ouch phalseth Phalseth_ouch@yahoo.com  department of tourism official Cambodia Male 

41 Mr. Chrea Thavrith thavrith9116@gmail.com  DPWT SHV Officer Cambodia Male 

42 Miss Eng Sreymuy engsreymuy99@gmail.com  'មន្ទ ីរទេសចរណ៍ 'មន្តន្រ ី Cambodia Female 

43 Mr. Nhim Sovannarith nhimsovannarith@gmail.co

m  

Preah Sihanouk 

province 

Vice office Cambodia Male 

44 Mr. Phallin Chea phallin.chea@fauna-flora.org Fauna & Flora 

International 

Project Manager Cambodia Male 

45 Mr. An chan Thoearn anthoeurn@gmail.com Ministry of Environment Law Cambodia Male 

46 Mr. Touch Chantha chantha.tg@gmail.com Department of Tourism 

of Sihanouk Province 

Official Cambodia Male 
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47 Mr. Sokvongsa THONG sokvongsa@gmail.com  Ministry of Environment Head of Marine Pollution 

Control Office 

Cambodia Male 

48 Mr. Samphors Ork samphors_icm@yahoo.com  Preah sihanouk 

Provincial hall 

Chef of protocol and 

document office 

Cambodia Male 

49 Mr. KIM SOBEN kimsoben@gmail.com Royal university of 

Agriculture 

Dean Faculty of Forestry 

Science  

Cambodia Male 

50 Mr. sothim srey kepsothim168@gmail.com kep enviroment Director Cambodia Male 

51 Mr. Hakk Dork dorkhakk@gmail.com Ministry of Environment Vice-Chief Officer Cambodia Male 

                  

CHINA 

52 Mr. Yinfeng Guo 13910729039@163.com  Ministry of Natural 

Resources 

Ecosystem Management 

Specialist 

China Male 

53 Dr. Y Yu yuyunjun@scies.org  SCIES-MEE Senior Engineer China Male 

54 Miss Naiwen ZHANG zhangnaiwen@scies.org SCIES engineer China Female 

55 Miss siqi su susiqi@scies.org  SCIES engineer China Female 

56 Dr. Wenjing ZHAO zhaowenjing@scies.org South China Institute of 

environmental science,  

Ministry of ecological 

environment 

senior engineer China Female 

57 Dr. '清华 '陈 673269611@qq.com '生态环境部华南环境

科学研究所 

'正高级工程师 China Male 

58 Dr. Yan Liao liaoyan@scies.org  MEE senior engineer China Male 

59 Mr. '超 '钟 zhongchao@scies.org  '生态环境部华南环境

科学研究所 

'中级工程师 China Male 

                  

EGYPT 

60 Dr. Gehan El Sakka gelsakka14@gmail.com Ministry of Environment Senior Expert Egypt Female 

                  

INDONESIA 

61 Mr. Heru Waluyo K heruw.koes@gmail.com  RC3S Special assistant Indonesia Male 
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62 Mr. Dida Migfar Ridha dmigfar@gmail.com Ministry of Environment 

and Forestry 

Director of Coastal and 

Marine Pollution and 

Degradation Control 

Indonesia Male 

63 Mr. Tedi Bagus 

Prasetyo 

Mulyo tediprstyo@gmail.com Ministry of Environment 

and Forestry 

Programme and Cooperation 

Officer 

Indonesia Male 

64 Mr. Iwan Nirawandi nirawandi@yahoo.com Ministry of Environment 

and Forestry 

Head of Section,  

Programme and Cooperation 

Indonesia Male 

65 Mr. Hendri Kurniawan hendrikur16@gmail.com  Ministry of Marine 

Affairs and Fisheries 

Subcoordinator for Regional 

Cooperation  

Indonesia Male 

66 Mrs. Sitti Hamdiyah sittihamdiyah.hrp@gmail.co

m  

Ministry of Marine 

Affairs & Fisheries 

(MMAF) 

Coordinator for Regional & 

Multilateral Cooperation 

Indonesia Female 

67 Ms. Niken Winarsih nikensutardjo@yahoo.com Center for Fisheries 

Research,  Ministry of 

Marine Affairs and 

Fisheries 

National Development 

Planner/Subcoordinator For 

Marine Fisheries Research 

Indonesia Female 

68 Mr. Ridho Rahmadi ridhorahmadi94@gmail.com  Ministry of Marine 

Affairs and Fisheries 

Indonesia 

Staff Indonesia Male 

69 Mr. Alza Rendian alzarendian@gmail.com MMAF Indonesia Regional Cooperation 

Analyst 

Indonesia Male 

70 Mrs. Astri Suryandari suryandari.astri@google.com  MMAF researcher Indonesia Female 

                  

JAPAN 

71 Ms. Aya Matsushima matsumugi1127@gmail.com  Fisheries Agency of 

Japan 

staff Japan Female 

72 Mr. Shigeki Tachibanada shige_tachibanada870@maff

.go.jp 

Fisheries Agency of 

Japan 

Assistant Director Japan Male 

                  

MALAYSIA 

73 Ms. MAZALIN

A 

ALI mazalina@seafdec.org.my  SEAFDEC/MFRDMD RESEARCH OFFICER Malaysia Female 

74 Dr. Masaya Katoh katoh@seafdec.org.my  SEAFDEC/MFRDMD Deputy Chief Malaysia Male 
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75 Mr. Mohd 

Nizam 

Basiron mnizam.basiron@petronas.c

om.my 

PETRONAS Head. Natural Resource 

Management 

Malaysia Male 

76 Mr. ABD 

HARIS 

HILMI 

AHMAD 

ARSHAD 

haris_arshad@seafdec.org.m

y  

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD Researcher Malaysia Male 

                  

MYANMAR 

77 Dr. Htun Thein htunthein.akyab@gmail.com  Department of Fisheries Deputy Director Myanmar Male 

78 Mr. Nyunt Win nyuntwin34@gmail.com DoF Director Myanmar Male 

                  

PHILIPPINES 

79 Mr. Dan Baliao dbaliao@seafdec.org.ph  SEAFDEC/AQD Chief Philippines Male 

80 Ms. Joesyl Marie dela Cruz-

Aranas 

JMdelaCruz@seafdec.org.ph  SEAFDEC/AQD Special Departmental 

Coordinator 

Philippines Female 

81 Dr. Sayaka Ito akasaya@seafdec.org.ph  SEAFDEC 

AQUACULTURE 

DEPARTMENT 

DEPUTY CHIEF Philippines Male 

82 Mr. Noel Barut necbarut@gmail.com NFRDI National Project Coordinator 

cum Consultant 

Philippines Male 

83 Mr. Valeriano Borja valborja1029@gmail.com  NFRDI Science Research Specialist Philippines Male 

84 Mr. Robert Jara jararobert1201@gmail.com  Desarollo Consult 

Internationale 

Consultant,  Training 

Manager 

Philippines Male 

85 Mr. Rej Winlove Bungabong rejwinlove.bungabong@bmb

.gov.ph 

DENR Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

Ecosystems Management 

Specialist  

Philippines Male 

86 Miss Jezreelyn Milar Jezreelyn.milar@bmb.gov.ph  DENR Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

EMS I Philippines Female 

87 Mr. CRIZALDY BARCELO r1@denr.gov.ph Department of 

Environment and 

Natural Resources- 

Region 1 

Regional Executive Director Philippines Male 

88 Ms. Lei Esther B Gabo lbgabo.bmb@gmail.com  DENR Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

Environmental Management 

Specialist 

Philippines Female 

89 Ms. Nilda Baling nildasbaling@yahoo.com  DENR Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

Chief,  Coastal and Marine 

Division,  ICMP Section 

Philippines Female 
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90 Miss Maria 

Katrina 

Apaya katrina.apaya@bmb.gov.ph  DENR Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

Ecosystem Management 

Specialist 

Philippines Female 

91 Ms. Joy Navarro joy.navarro@bmb.gov.ph  DENR Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

Senior Ecosystems 

Management Specialist 

Philippines Female 

92 Miss Siara Jeanne Nulada siarajeanne.nulada@bmb.gov

.ph 

DENR Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

Ecosystem Management 

Specialists II 

Philippines Female 

93 Mrs. Jacqueline Caancan denrncrored@gmail.com  DENR-National Capital 

Region 

Regional Executive Director Philippines Female 

94 Mr. Glenn Alvin Gustilo denrncrgsgustilo@gmail.com  DENR-NCR Development Management 

Officer II 

Philippines Male 

95 Dr. Maria 

Lourdes 

Moreno mqmoreno@yahoo.com  Ecosystems Research 

and Development 

Bureau 

OIC Chief Science Research 

Specialist 

Philippines Female 

96 Ms. NERISSA RAPANUT denrncrnbrapanut@gmail.co

m  

DENR PLANNING  OFFICER Philippines Female 

97 Ms. Michelle 

Ann 

Jularbal denrncrmayjularbal@gmail.c

om 

DENR-NCR Community Dev't Assistant 

II 

Philippines Female 

98 Mrs. Haidee Pabalate denrncrhdpabalate@gmail.co

m  

DENR - NCR Development Management 

Officer IV 

Philippines Female 

99 Ms. Jacqueline Concepcion jvconcepcion1@up.edu.ph  DENR Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

Environmental Management 

Specialist 

Philippines Female 

100 Ms. Michelle Yu michelleyu.denr@gmail.com  DENR Project Evaluation Officer Philippines Female 

101 Mr. Eddie Jr. Abugan jjcreed7@yahoo.com DENR Division Chief Philippines Male 

102 Ms. Moonyeen Manrique moonmanrique@yahoo.com  DENR Project Evaluation Officer Philippines Female 

103 Mr. Joeren Yleana joerenyleana@yahoo.com BFAR Senior Aquaculturist Philippines Male 

104 Mrs. AMELITA ORTIZ adirector@bmb.gov.ph  DENR Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

Assistant Director  Philippines Female 

105 Ms. Jhorace Engay-Tupas jhorace.tupas@bmb.gov.ph  DENR Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

Senior Ecosystems 

Management Specialist 

Philippines Female 

106 Mr. JAY ARIDIDON jarididon070475@gmail.com  BMB-CMD MONITORING OFFICER Philippines Male 

107 Mrs. NENITA MANGULAD denrpmd02pps@yahoo.com  Department of 

Environment and 

PLANNING OFFICER Philippines Female 
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Natural Resources,  

Region 02 

108 Mr. Bernard Quiros denr1pmd@yahoo.com  DENR  Planning Officer Philippines Male 

109 Dr. Miguel Fortes migueldfortes@gmail.com  Univ of the Philippines Blue Carbon and Citizen 

Science Specialist 

Philippines Male 

110 Mr. John Leo Holongbayan jleholongbayan@yahoo.com  DENR Development Management 

Officer 

Philippines Male 

111 Mr. Jekk 

Mickale 

Paderes jekkpaderes@gmail.com DENR DMO II Philippines Male 

112 Dr. Vicente Tuddao Jr. vbtuddaojr590@gmail.com  DENR MIMAROPA 

Region 

Assistant Regional Director 

for Technical Services 

Philippines Male 

113 Ms. MARIA 

LOURDES 

FERRER mimaroparegion@denr.gov.p

h  

DENR MIMAROPA 

REGION 

REGIONAL EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR 

Philippines Female 

114 Mr. TEODORO 

JOSE 

MATTA oed@pcsd.gov.ph PALAWAN COUNCIL 

FOR SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Philippines Male 

115 Ms. Leira Penafiel lvpenafiel@up.edu.ph DENR 4A Technical Staff Philippines Female 

116 Ms. Vizminda Osorio oad.emb@gmail.com DENR-Environmental 

Management Bureau 

Assistant Director Philippines Female 

117 Dr. Alicia Lustica alicialustica56@gmail.com  DENR/ERDB-

CRERDEC 

Researcher Philippines Female 

118 Mr. JOHN PONTILLAS john_pontillas2001@yahoo.c

om 

PALAWAN COUNCIL 

FOR SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

STAFF 

Division Head-ECAN Policy 

Research and Planning 

Division 

Philippines Male 

119 Mr. Elijah 

Leonardo 

Bolusa elijahbolusa@gmail.com  PCSDS Planning staff Philippines Male 

120 Dr. Michael Atrigenio matrigenio@gmail.com University of the 

Philippines Marine 

Science Institute 

Assistant Professor Philippines Male 

121 Mrs. MARY 

EDESTIN 

HENSON megulinao@gmail.com DENR Senior Forest Management 

Specialist 

Philippines Female 

122 Ms. Josephine Matulac Jsmatulac@yahoo.com Palawab Council for 

Sustainable 

Development 

Director for Planning & 

Technical Services 

Philippines Female 
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123 Ms. Nilda Baling nilda.baling@bmb.gov.ph  DENR Biodiversity 

Management Bureau 

Supvg. Ecosystems 

Management Specialist 

Philippines Female 

124 Mr. Jesus Bream jezbreeze_ice@yahoo.com Palawan Council for 

Sustainable 

Development 

Project Development Officer 

2 

Philippines Male 

125 Mr. Christian Satuna christian.satuna15@gmail.co

m  

Department of 

Environment and 

Natural Resources - 

BMB 

Project Monitoring and 

Evaluation Officer 

Philippines Male 

126 Mr. Madrono Cabrestante ccabrestante@yahoo.com Palawan Council for 

Sustainable 

Development 

Project Development Officer 

V 

Philippines Male 

127 Mr. Serge Lloyd Morallo sergelloyd11@gmail.com Palawan Council for 

Sustainable 

Development 

Knowledge-Research 

Management Assistant 

Philippines Male 

128 Ms. Rachel Pasion rachel_pasion@emb.gov.ph  DENR EMB Environmental Management 

Specialist 

Philippines Female 

129 Mr. John 

Michael 

Cornito johnmichael.cornito@bmb.g

ov.ph 

DENR-BMB Ecosystems Management 

Specialist I  

Philippines Male 

130 Ms. Consolacion Crisostomo consolacion_crisostomo@em

b.gov.ph 

Environmental 

Management Bureau 

Chief of Policy,  Planning 

and Programs Development 

Division 

Philippines Female 

131 Mr. Madrono Jr Cabrestante mcabrestante@yahoo.com PCSDS Project Devt Officer V Philippines Male 

132 Dr. Michael Roleda myroleda@up.edu.ph  University of the 

Philippines Marine 

Science Institute 

Professor Philippines Male 

                  

THAILAND 

132 Ms. Namfon Imsamrarn namfon@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC ITO Thailand Female 

134 Dr. Thamasak Yeemin thamasakyeemin@hotmail.c

om 

Ramkhamhaeng 

University 

Professor Thailand Male 

135 Mr. Taweekiet Amornpiyakrit taweekiet@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC Researcher Thailand Male 

136 Miss Rattana Tiaye rattana@seafdec.org SEAFDEC/TD Fisheries Management 

Scientist 

Thailand Female 
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137 Ms. Jariya Sornkliang jariya@seafdec.org Southeast Asian 

Fisheries Development 

Center  

Fisheries Management 

Scientist  

Thailand Female 

138 Ms. Thanyalak Suasi thanyalak@seafdec.org SEAFDEC/TD Fisheries Management Thailand Female 

139 Dr. Ms. Pornsri Sutanaruk pornsri1963@gmail.com  Department of Marine 

and Coastal Resources 

Deputy Director-General of 

Department of Marine and 

Coastal Resources 

Thailand Female 

140 Mr. Mr. Ukkrit Satapoomin ukkrit@yahoo.com Department of Marine 

and Coastal Resources 

Director of the Costal 

Resources Conservation 

Division 

Thailand Male 

141 Miss Ms. 

Saowalak 

Winyoonuntak

ul 

icsd.dmcr@gmail.com Department of Marine 

and Coastal Resources 

Foreign Relations Officer 

(Senior Professional Level)  

Thailand Female 

142 Miss Ms. 

Wilawan 

Thanatemanee

rat 

aristrotle@gmail.com  Pollution Control 

Department (PCD) 

Environmentalist 

Professional level 

Thailand Female 

143 Mr. Michael Baumann admin@serverscenter.com ServersCenter IT Consultant Thailand Male 

144 Mr. Phongtheera Buapet phongtheera_b@hotmail.co

m  

Prince of Songkhla 

University,  Phuket 

Campus 

Lecturer Thailand Male 

145 Mr. Takatsugu Kudoh atfm@seafdec.org SEAFDEC ATFM Thailand Male 

146 Mr. Krit Phusirimongk

ol 

krit@seafdec.org SEAFDEC Training and extension 

officer 

Thailand Male 

147 Mr. Mr. 

Ronawon 

Boonprakob ronawon@hotmail.com Department of Marine 

and Coastal Resources 

Fishery Biologist 

(Professional Level) 

Thailand Male 

148 Mr. Kongpathai Saraphaivanic

h 

kongpathai@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC/TD Training and Information 

Section Head 

Thailand Male 

149 Miss Pattaratjit Kaewnuratcha

dasorn 

pattaratjit@seafdec.org Southeast Asian 

Fisheries Development 

Center 

Senior Policy Officer Thailand Female 

150 Miss Siriporn Pangsorn psiriporn@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC Fishing Ground Information 

Scientist 

Thailand Female 

151 Mr. sukchai arnupapboon sukchai@seafdec.org southeast asian fisheries 

development center 

researcher Thailand Male 

152 Ms. Suwanee Sayan suwanee@seafdec.org SEAFDEC Senior Program Officer Thailand Female 

153 Ms. Yanida Suthipol yanida@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC/TD Information Technology 

Officer 

Thailand Female 

mailto:jariya@seafdec.org
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154 Mr. Thaweesak Thimkrap thaweesakt@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC/TD Marine Engineering Thailand Male 

155 Mrs. Panitnard Weerawat panitnard@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC/TD  Senior Instructor  Thailand Female 

156 Miss Nualanong Tongdee nual@seafdec.org SEAFDEC IPC Thailand Female 

157 Miss Kanokwan Thobphuk kanokwan@seafdec.org SEAFDEC Training and Extension 

Officer 

Thailand Female 

158 Ms. Sawitree Chamsai sawitree@seafdec.org SEAFDEC Policy officer Thailand Female 

159 Dr. Pholphisin Suvanachai pholphisin@fisheries.go.th  Department of Fisheries  SEAFDEC National 

Coordinator for Thailand 

Thailand Male 

160 Ms. Saivason Klinsukhon saivason@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC Senior Information Officer Thailand Female 

161 Mrs. Praulai Nootmorn nootmorn@gmail.com Department of Fisheries Senior Expert on Marine 

Fisheries 

Thailand Female 

162 Dr. Pholphisin Suvanachai Pholphisins@fishieries.go.th  Department of Fisheries SEAFDEC National 

Coordinator for Thailand 

Thailand Male 

163 Ms. Saiklang Srisamran ss.srisamran@gmail.com  Department of Fisheries '- Thailand Female 

164 Dr. Nopporn Manajit nopporn@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC/TD Fishing Gear Technologist Thailand Male 

165 Mr. Suthipong Thanasansakor

n 

suthipong@seafdec.org  Seafdec Training and Research 

Supporting Division 

Thailand Male 

166 Mr. isara Chanrachkij isara@seafdec.org SEAFDEC/TD researcher Thailand Male 

167 Mr. nakaret yasuk nakaret@seafdec.org SEAFDEC researcher Thailand Male 

168 Mr. Santiphong Putsa santiphong@seafdec.org  Southeast Asian 

Fisheries Development 

Center 

Fishing Technology Thailand Male 

169 Mr. Amnaj Siripech asiripech@gmail.com  Department of fisheries Fisheries biologist Thailand Male 

170 Ms. 'วรารนิ 'วงษพ์านิช khunvara@yahoo.com dmcr marine biologist Thailand Female 

                  

VIET NAM 

171 Mr. Hung Tran Tranhungvasi@gmail.com  VASI Officer Viet Nam Male 

172 Mr. Kien Nguyen Kiennguyen289@gmail.com  Viet Nam 

Administration of Seas 

and Islands 

Researcher Viet Nam Male 

173 Mr. Minh Nguyen Cong minh.nguyencong74@gmail.

com 

Centre for Natural 

Resources and 

Environment Studies 

Researcher Viet Nam Male 

mailto:thaweesakt@seafdec.org
mailto:panitnard@seafdec.org
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174 Dr. VU Viet Ha havuviet@gmail.com Research Institute for 

Marine Fisheries 

Researcher Viet Nam Male 

175 Mr. DFISH-

N.T.Binh 

  ntbinh@mard.gov.vn  DFISH Deputy Director  Viet Nam Male 

176 Mrs. Hong Nhung Nguyen Thi nhung.doa@gmail.com Directorate of Fisheries Offcicer Viet Nam Female 

                  

UNITED NATIONS AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROJECTS 

177 Mrs. Isabelle VANDERBE

CK 

isabelle.vanderbeck@un.org UNEP GEF IW Task Manager  United 

States 

Female 

178 Ms. Makiko Yashiro yashiro@un.org UNEP Programme Management 

Officer 

Thailand Female 

179 Ms. Katrin Eitrem 

Holmgren 

katrin.holmgren@un.org UNEP COBSEA Thailand Female 

180 Miss Kamala Ernest kamala.ernest@un.org UNEP  Programme Management 

Officer  

Kenya Female 

181 Mrs. Katrin Lichtenberg katrinl@unops.org UNOPS Head of Programme Austria Female 

182 Dr. Virginie Hart virginieh@unops.org UNOPS/SCS SAP 

Project 

Senior Project Manager Greece Female 

183 Mr Reynaldo Molina reynaldom@unops.org, 

reynaldo.molina@scssap.org  

UNOPS/SCS SAP 

Project 

Project Management Support 

Specialist 

Thailand Male 

184 Mr. Romy Trono romytrono@gmail.com UNOPS/SCS SAP 

Project 

National Technical Adviser,  

Philippines 

Philippines Male 

185 Dr. Si Tuan Vo vosituan@gmail.com UNOPS/SCS SAP 

Project 

Senior Advisor Viet Nam Male 

186 Ms. Malinee Smithrithee sg@seafdec.org  Southeast Asian 

Fisheries Development 

Center (SEAFDEC) 

Secretary General Thailand Female 

187 Mr. Koichi Honda dsg@seafdec.org SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary General Thailand Male 

188 Mr. Worawit Wanchana worawit@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC Policy and Program 

Coordinator 

Thailand Male 

189 Mr. MASANAM

I 

IZUMI izumi@seafdec.org SEAFDEC Special Advisor Thailand Male 

190 Ms. Susana Siar susana.siar@fao.org Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) 

Fishery and Aquaculture 

Officer 

Thailand Female 

mailto:havuviet@gmail.com
mailto:ntbinh@mard.gov.vn
mailto:nhung.doa@gmail.com
mailto:yashiro@un.org
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191 Dr. Simon Funge-Smith simon.fungesmith@fao.org FAO Senior Fishery Officer Thailand Male 

192 Ms. Angela Lentisco angie.lentisco@gmail.com FAO Technical Monitoring 

Consultant 

Thailand Female 

193 Dr. Sulan Chen sulan.chen@undp.org GEF Small Grants 

Programme 

Program Advisor United 

States 

Female 

194 Mrs. Yi Liu yi.liu@undp.org UNDP/GEF SGP National Coordinator China Female 

195 Mrs. Huyen NGUYEN 

THI THU 

nguyen.thi.thu.huyen@undp.

org 

UNDP/GEF SGP National Coordinator Viet Nam Female 

196 Ms. Ngin Navirak ngin.navirak@undp.org UNDP/GEF SGP National Coordinator Cambodia Female 

197 Ms. Aimee Gonzales agonzales@pemsea.org PEMSEA Executive Director Philippines Female 

198 Dr. Wenxi Zhu w.zhu@unesco.org IOC Sub-Commission 

for the Western Pacific 

(WESTPAC), 

IOC/UNESCO 

Head Thailand Male 

199 Dr. Somboon Siriraksophon somboon@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC/Fisheries 

Refugia Project 

Project Director Thailand Male 

200 Mr. Weerasak Yingyuad weerasak@seafdec.org  SEAFDEC/Fisheries 

Refugia Project 

Officer Thailand Male 

201 Miss Chanikan Vibulsuk chanikan.vibulsuk@gmail.co

m  

SEAFDEC/Fisheries 

Refugia Project 

Project Officer Thailand Female 

202 Dr. Jacques Abe Jacques.abe@un.org  Abidjan Convention Consultant Côte d'Ivoire Male 

203 Mr. Yus Noor yus.noor@gmail.com Wetlands International 

Indonesia - Yayasan 

Lahan Basah 

Head of Programme Indonesia Male 

204 Mr. Apri Susanto Astra apriastra@wetlands.or.id  Wetlands International 

Indonesia - Yayasan 

Lahan Basah 

Program Coordinator NBS Indonesia Male 

205 Mr. Mish Hamid mish@iwlearn.org  GEF IW:LAERN Project Manager France Male 

206 Dr. Natalie Degger natalie@iwlearn.org  IW:LEARN Deputy Project Manager France Female 

207 Dr. Handoko Susanto hasusanto@pemsea.org ATSEA-2 RPM Indonesia Male 

208 Ms. Samantha Craven sam@reef-world.org The Reef-World 

Foundation 

Programmes Manager Philippines Female 

209 Mr. Vanny Lou vanny.LOU@iucn.org  IUCN Coordinator Cambodia Male 

mailto:angie.lentisco@gmail.com
mailto:sulan.chen@undp.org
mailto:yi.liu@undp.org
mailto:nguyen.thi.thu.huyen@undp.org
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210 Dr. Purificació Canals Puri.Canals@gopa.de  EU Ocean Governance 

Project 

Technical Coordinator Spain Female 
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Annex 2. Project background and arrangement 
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Annex 3. Cambodia presentation 
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Annex 4. China presentation 
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Annex 5. Indonesia presentation 
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Annex 6. Philippine’s presentation 
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Annex 7. Thailand presentation 
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Annex 8. Viet Nam presentation 
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Annex 9. SCS SAP Inception Phase Regional Report 
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Annex 10. GEF SGP Presentation 
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Annex 11. PEMSEA Presentation 
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Annex 12. COBSEA Presentation 
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Annex 13. IWLEARN Project Presentation 
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Annex 14. Fisheries Refugia Project Presentation 
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